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Last year in our testimony before this Subcommittoc on the

fiscal '72 budget,- the Candlelighters which now compriée 22 proups

in 19 states, set a goal for ourselves, As individuals whoée chil~
dren or other affected relatives are benefited from the cancer affort
funded by this Subcommittee, the Candlelighters are in a position to
keep you informed of the effect of vour funding effort on the primary
level. To inform you of whaE the results of vour efforts have been
aad from this information to bring to your attention where increased
funding levels, de novo funding or emphasis on special programs are
required. Our testimony of the Fiscal '73 budget marks our initial

assay into the fulfillment of this goal and promise.

The forceful and lonely action taken by this Subcormmittaee on the
Fisecal 71 and '72 budgets for the cancer program macde it the prime mover
in establishing cancer conquest ;s a visible national priority. It is
important that this Subcommittee insure that the priorities resulting
from its handiwork and finally given national recopgnition in the

Cancer Conquest legislation are not merely paper priorities.

Clinical Training, In our-testimony on the fiscal t72 budget, the
Candlelighters emphasized and this Subcommittee recognized that without
an adequate training program to produce the personnel te implement the
expanded cancer research bhase, the success of the cancer prozram is
douhtful, The situation which prompted the Subcommittees’ highlishting

of the-@fhbiém in its report accompanying the fiseal *72 budpet was the




holdback by OMB Qf clinical training fuads which you authorized in the
fiscal *71 budgét. e are happy to report that as a result of the
spatlizht vou placed on this nroblem , OMB has been much more coopera~
tive in releasing funds included in the.1972 budget, it is apparently
rermitting the release of funds up to the level aﬁ;horizéd in the
budeet, Dr, Baker in his téstimony before the Subcommittee indicated
in response to questions that he could effectively use an additional 1%
million in fellowship and training grant moneys, We urge you to permit
him to implement hiszprogram to the fullest by permitting him thesei

additional funds.

L 1 .

Chérotherapy. We all EOpe‘that the day will soon arrive when

virology and immunotherapy.projeéts funded by this Subcommittee will
permit the eradication of cancer, However, as realists, and this Subcommit-

tees’ intimate acquaintance with the cancer area qualifies it as the

. consummate realist, we all recognize that the day we are hoping for may

be.several generations away, Ih the interim, the only hbﬁe for the
cancer victim lies in the chemotherapy program. Through this prozram
comfortable survival for increaséd pefiods of time results with the
possibility that some chemical combination may be discovered which could
keep the disease in check on the same level as for example diabetes,

The fruits of this committees increased funding in fiscal *71 and '72 are
already seen in the most important of testing areas--the area of sur-
vival., When my daughter was diagnosed 4 years ago, the doctors pave

2 years as a medlan survival peried, In her case, unfortupately, the

2 years wvas exactly the time that she had. However, the Candlelighters

nersonal experience has proven to us that our children are now sutrviving

- comfortably for 3-4 vears and in some of the intensive diagnostic

centers, for examnle the very superior facility at our own National




Institutes of Health, the nmedian is up to 5 yrars, Dr. Baker indicated
to this committee in response to anestions of how he could use the addi-
tional 100 million authorized by the enabling legislation but not inelu-
ded in the adminigstrationts bﬁdggt, that he could productively employ
18.4 million additional in the chemotherapy area. Your past actions

have indicated that vou comprehend probably better than no other gToup
the sinmular importance of the chemotherapy program, again we urge ydu to

permit the full implementation of that program.

Cancer Control Propram, This Subcormittee insisted dufing the

consideration of and its report relating to the Fiscal *72 budget, that
™ .

the Regicnal Medical Program %hich had been phased out of the Public
Health Service should be made a pért of the National Cancér Institute,
That has been done and that program is.identified as the Cancer Control
Program, Unfortunately the funding requested in the administration's bud-
get réquest for this program is only 4 miliion dollars , far short of the
amount anpropriated to the pfogram when it was under the auspices of the -
Public ﬁealth Service. The crisis in funding in this area is indicated
by Dr, Bakers admission that he could productively employ another 26 million
in this area. I have no idea why this program has been made a mere
stenchild in the budget However, the importance of the Cénc¢r Control
Progran to realistic success in the cancer effort can best: be demonstrated
by my reference to the testimony of Dr. Sanford Leikin, head of the
hematolopy department at our own Childven’s Hospital here in Washington,
which he presented to this Subcommittee 2 3jears ago on the fiscal '71

budzet. The crisis hn funding in this program is at the level it was two




year amo vhen this Subcommirtee took its Corceful step foruard in reordoering
national priorities toward the eancer effort, Tha long rance effect of in-
adenucte funding of this program is evident from NDr. Leimin's statemant

which I sumaarize in pertinent part,

Children's in cooperation with 19 other institutions form the Children's
Cancer Study Group’ A which coordinatos and reports the results of the clinical
application of'drugs_furnished'by the Cancer Chemotherapy National Service
Center for investipgational pﬁrposes. - This Study Group asks specific questions
concerning the natural history and therapy of leukemia and. solid tumors,
Protocols are developed to answer these questions and are conducted in the

L)
various cooperating centers., This provides a method of learning about the
best treatment and possible cures for patients in a much more rapid manner
than could be obtained by a single or even several institutions, This alse
provides a fqrum for the exchange of information and consultation between
these gfoups, and an improvement in the standardization of treatment. Bv
focusing on these diseases the Children's Hospital acts as a center for the
care of these patients in the Metropolitan Washington area. This large amount
of patient material allows it to focus on these diseases to learn more about
them and their‘treatment; Without adecqmate funding of the Cancer Control
Frogran these study groups’, Group A, B, Southwest in the: Children’s cancer
area and the other studyrgroups.funded through NCI, cannot maintain
their investigations and keep the records and file the reports that are
necessary i€ the nationwide study 1s going to accomplish its purpose,
Without adequate fundiqg there would be no effective gro&p action, only
single institutions operating in a vacuum unable to make any real contribii-
tion to the nationvide cancer control effort, Further, Dr, Leikin emphasized

that inadequate funding will also have a long ranze effect on the future

availability of trained specialists; any reduction in the cancer investigations

v




el YA ventiicet o of I 1‘:f;lf-"!':|=‘tltfl‘- ulbibedy iy, avatlalile o Loabnee
» Bedbeal sralf, and narsing seafr,  pye, Loildn eaneludod that

T think thot it is inportant to remenber that clinieal investipgation,
training , and eaod patient care mo hand in hand, that onn aannot
survive without the other, Ic funds are curtailed for clinical inves-—
tigation, the others will .eveatually suffer. If training is curtailed,
youngy people with new ideas cannot ho educated and stimulated to provida
new areas of investigation and eventually control of cancer. Tt ig
necassary, therefore, to support alil aspects of cancer work, with
particular emphasis on clinieal investigation and training., By doinc
this our understanding of cancer and - new leads into treatrent will
be stimulated.

In summary, the Candelighters thank the Subcommittee for the
fruits of its past efforts and urge the Subcommittee to appropriate an

additional 26 million to Cancer Control, 18.4 for chemotherapy, and 1.5

“for clinical training,--a toal of 45,9 million whichDr, Baker indicated

could be effectively utilized.




