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Childhood Cancer Facts (for kids)
· Childhood Cancer affects 1 in 285 Americans under age 20
· It is the #1 disease killer of American children and adolescents.
· 43 children and teenagers are diagnosed with cancer every day.
· Cancer is not one disease. There are many types of cancer that can affect many places in the body, like the bones, brain, blood, muscles, liver, kidneys, and even the eyes.
· Childhood Cancer is completely different from adult cancer. Some forms of cancer only appear in children, and many forms of adult cancers, like Breast Cancer and Colon Cancer, are extremely rare in children. This is because kids' bodies are still growing and are different from adults' bodies.
· We do not know what causes cancer in children. It is not because of bad lifestyle choices like years smoking, poor diet, or drinking alcohol. Some kids are even born with cancer! If a kid has cancer, he or she did not do anything wrong to cause the cancer.
· Cancer is not contagious; others cannot “catch” cancer.  Actually, friends and family need to worry about passing along illnesses or infections to children with cancer. It is important to remember that kids with cancer need everyone's help to feel better. Wash your hands often, and do not share toys unless an adult has cleaned them first. You may need to keep your distance or avoid visiting if you are sick.
· Cancer treatment can be very hard on kids. Sometimes, they have to have surgery, stay in the hospital, and see the doctor a lot. Some kids miss a lot of school and can't play with their friends while they are sick. Medicines that treat cancer can make kids feel sick, tired, and dizzy. It can even make hair fall out (It will grow back!). Not everyone with cancer loses their hair.
·  There is no cure for childhood cancer, but 4 out of 5 kids with cancer will survive. Often, cancer treatments can cause problems that affect kids long after they are declared “cancer free.” 
