TEMPLATE LETTER:

Dear (reporter),

Treatment of childhood cancer is one of modern medicine's success stories. Thirty years ago, few children with cancer lived, but now almost 75% are cured of their disease. However, for the 250,000 survivors of childhood cancer living in the U.S., life can come at a high price. The surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy used to cure children sometimes affects growing bodies and developing minds. 

Survivors of childhood cancer have an eleven times higher mortality rate than the general population, researchers in the U.S. and five Scandinavian countries recently discovered (July 1, 2001, Journal of Clinical Oncology). This study quantifies what families of survivors have known for years: problems can arise long after the cure. 

Some examples of late effects after cure from childhood cancer are:

· Breast cancer at an early age in female Hodgkin's survivors who received radiation to their chest when children or adolescents. Their risk is about 15 to 20 times that of their peers who have not had Hodgkin's disease.

· Heart disease after treatment with chemotherapy (anthracyclines) or high-dose chest radiation.

· Learning disabilities in survivors treated with radiation and/or chemotherapy to the brain.

· Second cancers related to chemotherapy drugs or radiation used to cure the first cancer. Survivor’s risk is over 6 times that of their peers who have not had childhood cancer.

· Symptoms of posttraumatic stress syndrome in survivors and their parents.

· Infection with the hepatitis C virus in survivors who received transfusions prior to 1992.

My child…(fill in personal info)

Most of the survivors of childhood cancer in this country do not get follow-up care from physicians familiar with the range of potential late effects.  In fact, few oncologists specialize in the late effects after cancer, and there are simply not enough of them to care for the many thousands of children who survive every year. Therefore, survivors and their families are in desperate need of accurate information. 

Would you consider writing a piece for publication in September--Childhood Cancer Awareness Month? An article on the price of survivorship, with resources for emotional and medical help, would be of tremendous value. This September, families from all over the country are staging events similar to Washington DC’s Childhood Cancer Awareness Days (http://www.childhoodcancerawareness.org/).  Please help give survivors of childhood cancer the information they need to live.

Suggested resources are:

· (fill in name of closest comprehensive clinic for long-term survivors, obtain from www.acor.org/ped-onc/treatment/surclinics.html)

· "Childhood Cancer Survivors: A Practical Guide to Your Future" by Keene, Hobbie, Ruccione

· The online support group for survivors at the Association of Online Cancer Resources www.acor.org/ped-onc/survivors/
Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,  

